When and why do the urban poor vote for opposition parties in Africa's electoral democracies? Th e strategies used by political parties to incorporate the urban poor into the political arena provide a key answer to this question. Th is book explores and defi nes the role of populism in Africa's urban centers and its political outcomes. In particular, it examines how a populist strategy off ers greater diff erentiation from the multitude of African parties that are defi ned solely by their leader's personality, and greater policy congruence with those issues most relevant to the lives of the urban poor. Th ese arguments are elaborated through a comparative analysis of Senegal and Zambia based on surveys with informalsector workers and interviews with slum dwellers and politicians. Th e book contributes signifi cantly to scholarship on opposition parties and elections in Africa, party linkages, populism, and democratic consolidation.
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Much of my survey work would have proved impossible without the efforts of two diligent research assistants, Khoudia Ndiaye from the University of Cheikh Anta Diop and Agnes Mbewe from the University of Zambia. Both graciously accommodated my sometimes demanding schedule and spent long days in either stifl ing heat or heavy rain to assist with surveying market workers. Th eir own views on their respective political systems xvi broadened my thinking and surely improved my understanding of local circumstances. Th ree amazing taxi drivers, Habib, Lucky, and Godfrey, helped us navigate the markets and neighborhoods of Dakar and Lusaka and patiently taught me a smattering of Wolof and Nyanja.
A number of other individuals provided access to interview contacts and research resources. In Senegal, these included Ibrahima Faye as well as Ousmane S è ne and the late Mame Coumba Ndiaye of the West African Research Center (WARC). In Zambia, Phillimon Nbubani of the Institute for Economic and Social Research (INESOR), Jimmy Sabi at the National Assembly, and Brenda Zulu helped me contact key politicians and access government ministries. Guy Scott deserves special thanks for helping me gain access to debates on the fl oor of the Zambian National Assembly and arranging meetings on my behalf with Members of Parliament belonging to various political parties. For assisting me in fi nding subnational election data, I also thank Macoumba Coum é at Senegal's Ministry of the Interior and Peter Lonje at Zambia's Electoral Commission. Th e staff at the national archives in both countries were especially helpful at directing me to two decades of newspaper articles on each country's respective political parties.
Scholars on Senegalese and Zambian politics and urban development also deserve my thanks. Karen Tranberg Hansen shared early draft s of work she was completing on Zambia's informal sector, and Wilma Nchito offered me valuable insight into the political dimensions of Zambia's markets. Alioune Badara Diop met with me during the height of a student strike at the University of Gaston Berger in St. Louis, Senegal, to off er useful feedback on my initial research proposal. Scott Taylor encouraged my original interest in Africa as an undergraduate at Georgetown University and years later took the time to provide me with a range of useful advice before I embarked on my fi eldwork, from where to live in Lusaka to whom I should contact for interviews.
Th is book originated as my doctoral dissertation, which I completed at Cornell University in 2010. My dissertation committee members' intellectual support undoubtedly has made this book much stronger. Nicolas van de Walle's vast expertise on African politics, development, and democratization helped me see my cases as representative of a broader trajectory within the region rather than stand-alone phenomena. He oft en encouraged me to marshal more convincing evidence to support my claims and provided invaluable advice on how to frame the empirical and theoretical motivations of this study. Devra Coren Moehler's high standards and keen eye for detail helped me refi ne the logic and implications of my arguments.
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By forcing me to be transparent about theoretical assumptions and to fi nd innovative ways to test my hypotheses, she surely has transformed me into a more critical scholar. Much of Kenneth Roberts's work on the informal sector and populism in Latin America inspired my own interest in these topics. He has not only pushed me to sharpen my defi nition of key concepts regarding political parties and populism, but also helped me draw parallels between Africa and other regions of the developing world. Likewise, based on his own scholarship on Western Europe, Christopher Anderson assisted me in understanding how important it is that political parties provide distinct alternatives to citizens and the implications of party diff erentiation for voting behavior.
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